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1- 32. (CANCELED) 

33: (PREVIOUSLY PRESENTED) A nnGth:iod for distributed programmable 
control ot process devices to operate in coopera-ion to perform a predetermined 
process Vt'herein eacli process device is capable of independent operation and of 
pertcmning one or more related operations and eatti process device is associated a 
corresporrding one of a plurality of device controllers wherein each device controller 
cooirols tie operations of the associated process device as directed by a process 
stort^jd in ' the associated device controller and whtirein a process is a sequence of 
procfiss steps wherein each step Is defined by one * )r more operations of one or more 
of thi3 process devices, comprising the steps of: 

storing a device process in each device con ti- oiler, wherein 

each device process controls the operations of the associated process 
deviiie and includes one or more device steps wherein each device step corresponds 
to a process step and controls one or more correspo nding operations of the associated 
pro»:P5ss cevice; and 

in a master controller. 

during an execution of a device proc^sss, generating only step execute 
ideniifiers to each device controller, wherein 

each of the device controllers s responsive to the step execute 
ideriflfiers for cooperatively performing corresponding device steps of the device 
prot::^3sse-15, 

in <i device controller ^ 

generating and providing to the ma-ster controller an indication of a 
coniii>leticn of a device step by the associated procoss device, and 

in ihe master controller and responsive to the indication of the completion of a 
devi^i^e stt.^p of a process step by each of the device controllers directing associated 
process cevices in performing a process, 

generating a next step execute identifit ^r to the device controllers directing 
the associated process devices In performing a process. 

34-40. (CANCELED) 

41i. (NEW) A method for distributed prograrimable control of process devices 
to cr3erat^?^ in cooperation to perform a predetermirvad process wherein each process 
devnie is! capable of independent operation and af performing one or more related 
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operaaon$i:and wherein a process is a sequence of process steps wherein each step 
is defined by one or more operations of one or more o r the process devices, comprising 
the i-ieps of: 

storing a device process in each process device, wherein 

each device process controls rhe operations of the associated 

proc:^ device and includes one or more device steps wherein each device step 

corn?.sport'd$ to a process step and controls one or nore con-esponding operations of 

the ;^3sociated process device; and 

In a master controller and responsive to a completion of a device step of 

a pr::icess:step by each of the process devices perfo rming a process, 

generating a next step execute identifier to the process devices 

genc^rating step execute identifiers to the device controllers, wherein 

the device contnDllers are respor sive to the step execute identifiers 

for cooperatively perfoirming corresponding device s teps of the device processes. 
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